
Homily Notes for Sunday, August 21, 2022      21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, C. 
Readings: Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Gospel - Luke 13:22-30 

 
 

These readings indicate that salvation is not a one-time event, nor is it only an individual journey. 
Salvation is a life-long process, vigorous in nature, and we have help. 

 

1. The readings. First reading. Isaiah is telling the returning Babylonian exiles that salvation is not a Jewish 
monopoly, The Lord God also will welcome the pagans into the kingdom. Indeed, God wants everyone to 
be saved and to come to him. But there are also those who will be left out. We see this, in the last verse of 
the book, not included in our reading. It also shows the consequence of not coming to God. 

 

“All mankind shall come to worship before me, says the Lord. They shall go out and see the corpses of the men who rebelled 
against me; Their worm shall not die, nor their fire be extinguished; and they shall be abhorrent to all mankind.” 

 

2. The responsorial psalm, "Go out to all the world and tell the Good News," reflects the mission of God's 
chosen people to be instruments of salvation to the whole world. 

 

3. In today's Gospel Jesus clearly explains that only those who follow him through the narrow gate of faith 
and love will be saved. First, in Matthew's version  (Mt 7:13-14), there is the wide gate and the narrow gate.  

"Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter 
through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few."  

 

      Even popular songwriters have it right. There is a stairway to heaven but a highway to hell. 
 

4. What Jesus says in Luke is even more difficult.  
"Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough."  

 

5.  The word "strive" in Luke is a very strong word in the Greek. It is a struggle, like a gladiatorial contest.       
Our eternal salvation is the result of a struggle: "keep on striving to enter" - present continuous tense. The Greek 
word for “strive”, agonizomai, means strenuous effort in athletic competition (See 1 Cor 9:25, 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7). 
This is not just an intellectual affirmation but life struggle! We are to fight against and overcome in order to 
"win" (CCC 1811). To be "strong" or to "strive" means, overcoming temptations to do wrong, being humble to 
confess one’s sins to God and to receive his forgiveness and to change our lives.  

 

5. Furthermore, Jesus says,  
“And you will say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’  Then he will say to you, ‘I do not 
know where you are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers! And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out. Many will come from 
east and west, from north and south and will recline at table in the kingdom of God."  
 

6. This also speaks to our situation today. William Barclay said this in 1953: 
“The defense of these people was, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ There are those who think 
that just because they are members of a Christian civilization all is well… But the person who lives in a Christian civilization is 
not necessarily a Christian. He may be enjoying all its benefits; he is certainly living on the Christian (doctrinal and moral) capital 
which others before him have built up; but is that reason for sitting back, content that all is well…. We cannot live on borrowed 
goodness.” 

 

This attitude has led to the situation that is described in From Christendom to Apostolic Mission: Pastoral 
Strategies for an Apostolic Age. Because of the complacency and laziness (irresponsibility?) of earlier 
generations, we have lost our Christian civilization and must be like apostles sent out to convert the pagans. But 
our point today is that this is not just an individual journey. We have others to help us.  
      

8. This is why the second reading is so important: If being right with God and getting into heaven is the 
result of such struggle, then vigorous discipline is necessary. What dies St. Paul say about discipline? It is 
fathers who are to give discipline. The family is the first unit to assist us in our salvation.  Are we willing to 
receive discipline from God our Father? Are we men prepared to be fathers? Note here that “discipline” 
translates the Greek, “paideia” which means pedagogy or training. How can we as Christian men help children 
have this kind of educational discipline? This is exactly what is needed for every young person, confirmed in 
the faith. We must provide continuing formation!  

 



“Paideia denotes the upbringing and handling of the child which is growing up to maturity and which thus needs direction, 
teaching, instruction, and a certain measure of compulsion in the form of discipline or even chastisement.”  

 

Peter Hegseth takes this term even more profoundly when he uses “paideia” in the Battle for the American 
Mind: Uprooting a century of miseducation (see p. 44).  

“Paideia, simply defined, represents the deeply seated affections, thinking, viewpoints and virtues embedded in children at a 
young age, or, more simply, the rearing, molding, and education of a child (i.e. Classical Christian education).  

 

9. Note here that this discipline should always be educational. We are always guiding and teaching, 
explaining what and why something is necessary or important.  The text highlights the importance of fathers:  

“Endure your trials as ‘discipline’: God treats you as sons. For what “son” is there whom his father does not discipline… If 
you are without discipline, in which all have shared, you are not sons… Besides this, we have had our earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not (then) submit to the Father of Spirits and live?” 

 

10. But this goes farther than the help of the family. Our salvation can be obtained both by what we do and 
what others do for us. For example, Sacred Scripture says: 
     In 2 Maccabees Judas Maccabeus offered prayers and monetary offerings (indulgences)for his soldiers who  
             had been committing idolatry while also worshipping the Lord God. This appears to be for mortal sin! 

“After this he took a collection from them individually, amounting to nearly two thousand drachmas, and sent it to Jerusalem 
to have it offered as sacrifice for sin. An action fine and noble, prompted by his belief in the resurrection” (2 Mac 12:41-45). 

     In 1 Peter 4:8 it says,  
“Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of sins.” 

     And in James 5:19-20 it says,  
“My brothers, if anyone among you should stray from the truth and someone bring him back, he should know that whoever 
brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” 

     Finally, we can see how making a good confession helps us to be saved. In 1 John 1:8-9 it says,  
“If we say, ‘We are without sin,’ we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrongdoing.” 

 

11. Let us also remember the words of the Communion Liturgy:  

 

“Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church.” 

 

What does this mean? It shows me that it shows that the faith of the rest of the Church can make up in some 
way for our sins. How might this happen?  
 

12. This helps us see how people who have seriously sinned, and without help or repentance might well 
have been condemned to hell, but with the support of the community, may well be saved to go to heaven. 
They will most likely will need help to get out of Purgatory. 
 
 

13. One way is when the faithful call on your priest to come to administer the “Anointing of the Sick” to a 
person who may be near death. James even says that this forgives sins.  

 

“Is anyone among you sick He should summon the presbyters of the church and they should pray over him and anoint him in 
the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has committed 
any sins, he will be forgiven” (James 5:14-15). 

 

But how does the sick person get that help? It is usually a faithful member of the family who calls, asking for 
the priest to come! This is why my wife has always said to me, that no matter how inconvenient, or how tired, 
when someone is dying, I need to go right away. 
 

14. We might do as Judas Maccabeus did, offering a Mass for the salvation of a particular soul with its 
accompanying offering (an indulgence)!  
 

     In conclusion, we can see that Jesus and our Scriptures tell us that it is hard to get to heaven. We must strive 
and we might not be strong enough. But we must remember that we have help. We are called on to give that 
help. The whole Church should stand ready to be our help! Are we doing our part?  
 

15. Questions: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself that He wants? 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and discipline my children into becoming? 


